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Lesson 2 Political Cartoon

“The Cradle of the League of Nations”
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A “The Cradle of the League of Nations,” an undated political cartoon, depicts Woodrow Wilson rocking
a cradle that is a coffin. David Lloyd George and Georges Clemenceau are in the background. (Corbis)
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SOURCES President Wilson and the League of Nations

Lesson 2 Excerpt

Excerpt 1

Article X of the League of Nations Covenant proposed
by President Woodrow Wilson
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The Members of the League undertake to respect and preserve as against external aggression
the territorial integrity and existing political independence of all Members of the League. In
case of any such aggression or in case of any threat or danger of such aggression the Council

shall advise upon the means by which this obligation shall be fulfilled.
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Lesson 2 Excerpt

Excerpt 2

Republican Senator Henry Cabot Lodge’s
“Reservation to Article X”
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The United States assumed no obligation to preserve the territorial integrity or political
independence of any country or to interfere in controversies between nations—whether
members of the league or not—under the provisions of Article X or to employ the military
or naval forces of the United States under any article of the treaty for any purpose, unless

in any particular case the Congress, which, under the Constitution, has the sole power to
declare war or authorize the employment of the military or naval forces of the United States,

shall by act or joint resolution so provide.
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